
If St. Andrew’s Primary School opens on 1st June, what will this look like for my child?  

Your questions answered here. 

1. Who will teach my child from 1st June? 

We already have a number of staff shielding at home. They are: 

A) Mrs Tones (Nursery Teacher) 

B) Mrs Richards ( Year 1 teacher) 

C) Mr Orwin (Learning Mentor) 

D) Mrs Soppitt (Sendco) 

If your child is usually taught or supported in class by one of the above, they will not be If we 

open on 1st June. Children will be split into smaller groups and so we will not have enough 

teachers to teach all children. Government guidance suggests that, in these cases, TAs and 

HLTAs can be used to teach children following guidance from a teacher on what to teach each 

day. Until we know how many children are attending, we won’t know how many groups or staff 

we will need in school. 

2. Which children are eligible to attend? 

Government guidance suggests that the following children should attend, if possible, from 1st 

June: 

A) Children of critical workers, please see list to find out if you are classed as a critical worker 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-

provision 

B) Vulnerable children: these include children with a Social Worker or Family Worker and 

children with EHCP’s. 

C) Children who are in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. 

3. How many children will be in school? 

We have carried out a thorough risk assessment which indicates that we can only accommodate 

7 children in each classroom to ensure social distancing as best we can. The same 7 children will 

be in class together, will eat together and will have the same staff every day to ensure they are 

with the same people day in, day out and thus reducing the rate of infection, should this occur. 

This means a total number of 49 children can be in school at one time. We currently have 76 

children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, then we would need to add critical workers 

and vulnerable children from Years 2,3,4 and 5 to that number. If all of the children choose to 

return, then we would have to set some stringent criteria to narrow the field down or 

alternatively only open the school to children from type A and B. Children who are vulnerable or 

who are from critical worker families and are in Years 2,3,4 and 5 will be kept together in their 

mixed age group. These children will be given priority places, followed by Early Years pupils and 

then Year 1 and Year 6, following Dfe guidance. And so, for example, parents need to be aware 

that there may not be enough places for Year 6 pupils.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 

4.  Will my child be in school full time? 

Again, this depends on the amount of children we have in school. Currently we are planning that 

we have a staggered start and end of the day to avoid crowds of parents at school so this would 

mean later start times and earlier finish times for some.  

We are concerned that our very youngest children will find it difficult to maintain social 

distancing for a full day and we may reduce their school day to just a few hours a day at first, 

until they settle into the new school day and learn to understand the new rules gradually. 

Children who are eligible for 30 free hours in nursery will still be able to access this, however 

parents need to consider if this is the right thing for their child when the school day and 

environment will look very different from the norm. 

Staff will need time to reorganise classrooms and plan the activities for the children. I do not 

expect staff to do this during their May half term holiday – our staff have been working tirelessly 

to provide online learning, have been doing masses of online training and developing the 

curriculum during the lockdown - we all need a break! I propose that the school opens to staff 

on 1st June and then to children on 2nd June. Children of critical workers will only be in school 1st 

June in order to support working parents with childcare. 

We still have an obligation to provide PPA to staff once a week and so to accommodate this we 

may have to close school after lunch on a Friday as we will not have enough staff to cover 

teachers and we will not want to add another adult to the group. This will not apply to critical 

workers. 

5. Will you be able to ensure that the children will be socially distant? 

The short answer is no. We will do everything we can to teach the children about the 

importance of keeping apart and put in place things like: spots to sit on at carpet time, 

restricting areas of the classroom and playground, sitting children at desks on their own, but we 

are well aware that children will not be able to remember to stay away from each other all day 

every day. It is human nature for children to go up to a friend or a staff member if they want to 

talk or show them something. It is almost impossible and so we cannot guarantee that your child 

will not come in to contact with others during the school day. For our youngest pupils in 

Nursery, Reception and Year 1, social distancing will not be possible 100% of the time and it 

would be foolish of us to guarantee that it will.  

6. What will happen if my child becomes ill? 

In this case, we cannot take any risks and the child will be moved to another room in the school 

as soon as they display any of the following symptoms: 

A) a high temperature 

B) a new and consistent cough 

Parents will be asked to come and collect their child immediately and they will be supervised by 

a member of staff, who will be wearing PPE, in a quarantine room until collection is made. This 

room will then be deep cleaned.  



When a child develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they should be sent home and 

advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days 

7. What if a member of staff becomes ill? 

The member of staff will be asked to leave the building immediately and will be referred for a 

COVID-19 test. Where the staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or group should be 

sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. Parents will be notified that a staff member, 

from their child’s group, is being tested and they may choose whether to keep their child at 

home until the test results are confirmed.  

Another member of staff will need to fill the role of the absent member of staff. If we do not 

have enough staff to cover this member of staff, we may have to send the whole group home 

until one becomes available. 

8. What measures will be put in place to stop the spread of the virus? 

We will be putting in place many measures to limit the risk of infection in school. 

• following the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings guidance 

• ensure that sufficient handwashing facilities are available. Where a sink is not nearby, 

provide hand sanitiser in classrooms and other learning environments 

• clean surfaces that children and young people are touching, such as toys, books, desks, 

chairs, doors, sinks, toilets, light switches, bannisters, more regularly than normal 

• ensure that all adults and children: 

o frequently wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds and dry thoroughly. 

o clean their hands on arrival at the setting, before and after eating, and after 

sneezing or coughing 

o are encouraged not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose 

o use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue waste (‘catch it, bin 

it, kill it’) 

• ensure that help is available for children and young people who have trouble cleaning their 

hands independently 

• ensure that bins for tissues are emptied throughout the day 

• where possible, all spaces should be well ventilated using natural ventilation (opening 

windows) or ventilation units 

• prop doors open, where safe to do so (bearing in mind fire safety and safeguarding), to limit 

use of door handles and aid ventilation 

Reduce mixing within education or childcare setting by: 

• accessing rooms directly from outside where possible 

• staggering breaks to ensure that any corridors or circulation routes used have a limited 

number of pupils using them at any time 

• staggering lunch breaks - children and young people should clean their hands beforehand 

and enter in the groups they are already in, groups should be kept apart as much as possible 

and tables should be cleaned between each group. If such measures are not possible, 

children should be brought their lunch in their classrooms 

• ensuring that toilets do not become crowded by limiting the number of children or young 

people who use the toilet facilities at one time 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings


Use outside space: 

• for exercise and breaks 

• for outdoor education, where possible, as this can limit transmission and more easily allow 

for distance between children and staff 

• outdoor play equipment will not be used, the large play area will be cordoned off. 

Reduce the use of shared resources: 

• shared resources such as reading books, will not be taken home and returned. 

• by seeking to prevent the sharing of stationery and other equipment where possible. 

Children will be given their own plastic bag of stationary that they must only use. Children 

may not bring their own stationary to school. Shared materials and surfaces should be 

cleaned and disinfected more frequently 

 

9. How will these changes affect my child’s mental wellbeing? 

We pride ourselves on providing a very nurturing and positive experience or all our pupils at St. 

Andrew’s Primary School and we want school to be a place where children feel safe and secure 

at all times.  

School will look and feel very different at first, for all children, this may or may not affect your 

child’s overall experience. Some children are very resilient and will just get on with the 

experience, others may take some time adjusting and will need more support from staff and 

their parents. All our staff are prepared to do whatever it takes to ensure your child feels safe at 

school. 

We are awaiting guidance from the Local Authority in support of delivering a curriculum with 

nurturing, relationships and wellbeing at the centre. 

10. What will playtimes look like? 

The school yard will be cordoned off into zones so that groups do not interact with each other. 

Children will be expected to social distance during these times. 

11. What will lunchtimes look like? 

This will depend upon how many children attend. Some may eat their meals in the classroom 

and those that eat in the dining hall will be asked to sit apart whilst they eat. 

Children on packed lunches must bring their food in a plastic carrier bag that can be thrown in 

the bin afterwards, including its contents. Lunch boxes and Tupperware containers will not be 

allowed. Children must only bring food that they can open themselves. 

12. What will lessons look like? 

We have been advised not to follow the usual curriculum upon return and that activities will 

focus on well-being, relationships and exercise.  

Any work on paper that children do, will not be marked and will be doe on separate pieces of 

paper, not in books. Children will bring any work they do home. 



For our youngest children, who learn through play, this will be very different, and they will not 

have the freedom to choose what they play with and when. We will try to stay outdoors as much 

as possible for these children. Many of their usual resources will be packed away and only things 

that can be easily cleaned will be available to them. 

There will be no assemblies or golden time where children from different groups mix. 

13. Will staff be wearing PPE? 

DfE guidance says that staff do not need to wear PPE unless they are administering first aid or 

carrying out intimate care, such as changing nappies. Although we will not providing masks, for 

example, to staff to wear during the day, we cannot stop staff wearing masks that they have 

provided themselves.  

14. Does my child have to wear a uniform? 

In order to create a sense of normality, we think it would be better if children do wear their 

uniform as best they can, however we recognise that the children will have probably grown 

since they were last at school and some items may not fit. It will be almost impossible to get new 

items as shops are still closed, so we will be more relaxed with uniform policy.  

We ask that children wear clean clothes every day where possible. 

15. Will I be fined if I don’t send my child to school? 

No, the government have made it quite clear that there will be no fines during this transition 

period. This may change as and when they invite all children to attend school and we will keep 

you informed when we have more information. If you decide to send your child to school and 

your child is ill and can’t come to school, then same attendance procedures apply and we would 

expect a phonecall before 9am that morning. 

16. How will my child access toilets? 

We will have two members of staff in each group. One will be needed to escort pupils to the toilet 

and check that they do not come in contact with another child from another group and to clean door 

handles and toilet flushes once used. 

 

17. What expectations will there be of parents? 

        Just as school will be putting in place many measures to ensure the safety of children and staff, 

there is an expectation that parents also take extra steps to do so. We ask that parents work with us 

in the following ways: 

A) If your child is coming to school, then they must be observing the social distancing rules outside of 

school as well. If the school hears of reports that a family have not been following social distancing 

outside of school then the Headteacher will make a call to the parents to investigate and may have 

to refuse the children coming into school if she is not satisfied with the response.  

B) A parent must make a decision whether or not their child will come into school if a place is 

offered. The parent may not change their mind as this will affect staff rotas, numbers of children 

coming in, size of groups etc. If you have decided that you do not want your child in school, you 

cannot change your mind a week or so later.  



C) For those children who are coming into school, parents must provide a valid and up-to-date 

phone number. The phone numbers will be tested before we open and if the emergency contact 

does not work your child will not be allowed in school. We must be able to contact you immediately 

if your child shows any symptoms. 

D) There will be strict drop off and pick up procedures in place. If parents cannot adhere to these, 

they will be politely reminded about them and if they continue to not follow the procedures, their 

child will be unable to come into school. We will position cones outside school, 2 metres apart 

(similar to supermarkets) to help parents with this. 

E) Parents and visitors will not be allowed past the main school gate or inside the building. All 

contact and communications will be done via Class Dojo or via telephone calls. Parents will not be 

able to have discussions at the school gates with staff. 

 

18. What will drop offs and pick ups look like? 

We cannot have large gathering of parents at the school gates or in the playground. The only 

way to avoid this is to stagger drop offs and pick ups. This will depend on how many children 

attend and how many groups we have. Children of critical workers will have the earliest  drop off 

times and latest pick up times so they can get to and from work. 

19. My child has a 1:1 adult with them usually, will they have that person during this 

transition period? 

This cannot be guaranteed and will all depend on how we deploy our staff and how many 

children attend. We will do our best to accommodate this as we know these children rely upon 

stability and consistency. Social distancing will be expected for these children also and so their 

1:1 will not be able to sit next to the child as per on a normal school day. 

20. Will there be breakfast and after-school clubs? 

Initially no. We will not have the staff to accommodate these clubs and we will need the time at 

the beginning and end of the day to prepare the classrooms and deep clean at the end. Over 

time, we may review this. 

21. Will there be different expectations of behaviour for the children? 

We are currently working on making some amendments to our Behaviour policy to take into 

account the expectations of children’s behaviour during the transition period of reopening. If 

there is a child who cannot social distance, following some gentle reminders, then we will ask 

parents to come and collect their child and their place will be cancelled. We simply cannot take 

the risk and we hope parents will respect this. 

       22. Will online learning continue? 

As many of the teachers will be in school “teaching” those who attend school, online learning 

activities will look different. The teachers who are shielding at home will post activities for Key 

Stages rather than classes. There has been a steep decline in the number of children in engaging 

in home learning. It is very difficult for parents to sustain a high level of home learning over such 

a long period of time. We get it, we really do. Lots of us are parents ourselves and we find it 

difficult too. And so, the online learning will be less prescriptive and more general for children to 

pick and choose from. 


